monthly school garden checklist

January in the Garden

Finish planning your garden design and
rotation of crops. Planting vegetables in the
same place repeatedly will attract pest and
disease infestations, and diminish soil quality.
Avoid planting crops in the same place for 3-5
years. www.zukeeni.com is one of many free
garden planning tools available online to help
you design and maintain your garden. Graph
paper works well, too! Consider including flowers
and herbs to attract beneficial insects to your
garden. Perennials such as fruit trees, fall bearing
raspberries, asparagus and rhubarb are great
additions as their maintenance and harvest align
with the academic year.

Make a planting schedule. Visit www.msgn.org for
resources.

Share your final garden design with MSGN to
make it available to schools throughout Maine!

Plan winter activities such as building a seedling
stand, starting a compost or vermiculture
program, and growing microgreens. Visit
www.msgn.org for resources and www.
teachmefoodandfarms.org for curriculum.

Make a list of seeds, tools and supplies that need
to be purchased.
Make a fundraising plan. Visit www.msgn.org for
grant resources and fundraising ideas. Ask your
local community for donations.

Order seeds. Maine based companies are:
www.fedco.com
www.johnnyseeds.com
www.superseeds.com
Purchase (or ask for a donations of) potting soil
mix or individual ingredients to make your own.
Make a harvest schedule based on planting
schedule and days to maturity of your selected
crop varieties.
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February in the Garden

Build a seedling stand.
Start leek, onion, celery and thyme transplants
near the end of the month. If you have a high
tunnel or other season extending structure, start
hardy greens as well (lettuce, kale, chard, collards,
spinach, mustard, radishes).
Grow pea shoots and microgreens.
Plan how your harvest will be used. Meet with
your food service director or a local food pantry.
Visit www.mefarms.org for recipes used with
students.

Use seeds and seedlings in your curriculum.
Explore the growing information available on
seed packets. Count seeds, observe the size
difference among seeds different crops and the
time they take to germinate, start seedlings and
note the germination rate, observe differences
between monocots and dicots, and the examine
similarities between crops of the same family. Give
students a recipe to make potting soil, or have
them experiment with ingredients on their own.
Develop a Garden Volunteer Role Description. See
www.msgn.org for resources.
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March in the Garden

Clean and sharpen your tools. Check your
inventory of tools, supplies and seeds. Be sure to
order anything that you may have overlooked.
Have students create garden journals to record
their observations and note the dates of first
blooms and harvests.
Organize a work day for April to get the garden
prepped. Community members can help build or
fix raised beds, remove plant debris and turn soil.
Plant peas! Make garden signs.
Also organize a work day in May for adding soil
amendments and planting.
Start lettuce and brassica seedlings between the
middle and end of the month, depending on your
planting zone.
Prune your perennials.
Celebrate Maine Maple Sunday.

Participate in ReadME Agriculture. See www.
agclassroom.org/me for details.
Register to attend workshops at Maine School
Garden Day.
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April in the Garden

Attend MOFGA’s Grow Your Own Organic
Garden workshop for a refresher on gardening.
Post a schedule indicating who will be in charge
of checking the seeds, watering, checking grow
lights.
Take a soil test if you haven’t in past two years.
Test results will provide recommendations for
adding soil amendments.
Remove winter plant material from gardens,
including mulch around garlic. Sidedress with
fertilizer once garlic shoots emerge.
Apply for a Maine Agriculture in the Classroom
garden grant, due in June. Buy an Ag in
Classroom license plate when you register your
vehicle to help fund this grant program!
Register for Maine School Garden Day.

Bare-root fruit trees, brambles, strawberries, and
asparagus plants should be planted as soon as
possible.
Sow peas as soon as your beds are ready to plant.
Keep an eye on forsythia. It’s blooms are a great
indicator of when to plant potatoes and onions.
Start tomato, pepper, and eggplant seedlings.
Finish up any pruning that was not completed in
March.
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May in the Garden

Harden off your seedlings before planting them.
For a week or two prior to planting, place well
watered seedlings outdoors in a sunny, protected
area such as the side of a building. Monitor
their moisture during the day and bring the
seedlings back inside at night. This will help your
plants become accustomed to outdoor growing
conditions.

Bend ½” electrical conduit into hoops and cover
brassica family seedlings with fabric row cover as
soon as they are planted to protect them from
pest damage. This is also useful protection for
curcubit crops. Remove fabric once plants have
filled out the hoop space and are large enough to
withstand feeding damage.
Hold a community work day.

Check plant hardiness and average last frost date
in your area before planting seedlings outdoors.
Transplant Brassica family seedlings.
Direct seed carrots, radishes, turnips, beets and
lettuce outdoors.
Start cucumber, melon and squash indoors for
transplanting, or wait until June to direct seed
them outdoors.

Finish writing your Maine Agriculture In The
Classroom grant application.
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June in the Garden

Transplant tomatoes, eggplant, peppers, Brussels
sprouts.
Direct seed beans, carrots.
Transplant or direct seed cukes, squash, melons
and pumpkins.
Plant annual herbs and flowers.
Check your planting schedule for succession
plantings.
Harvest hardneck garlic scapes to promote bulb
growth. Make garlic scape pesto!

Planning summer care of school gardens now
will save you effort over the summer. Enlist staff
members, students, families, community members,
and local businesses.
• Make a schedule or monthly calendar
indicating who is responsible for caring for
the garden each week. Provide contact
information for each person. Distribute to
volunteers.
• Host a training meeting so volunteers know
your expectations, how to care for the garden,
where supplies and tools are located, how to
access water, and what to do with harvested
produce.
• Keep a garden journal in a visible place
to volunteers can leave notes about tasks
accomplished, concerns, food harvested, etc.
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July in the Garden

Plant fall crops. Use Johnny’s Selected Seeds
fall planting calculator with your frost date to
determine how late in the season you can plant.

Summer watering tips to conserve water, help
prevent plant disease and to save time:
•

Periodically check to make sure summer
volunteers are coming to water, weed, and pick
ripe veggies.

•
•

Start a new garden bed using the sheet mulching
method. Resources available at www.msgn.org
•
Mulch bare garden ground to retain soil moisture
and add visual appeal to your gardens. You can
also undersow your crops with a fall cover crop.
Continue succession planting and fill in spaces
where crops have been harvested.
Purchase some colorful annuals to fill in bare
spots.
Harvest garlic when tops are turning brown and
dry the heads. Save some for fall planting in
October.

•

Consider using drip tape irrigation and put it
on a timer.
Water early in the morning whenever
possible.
Water deeply. One inch a week for
established plants and more often for newly
planted seeds and seedlings.
Pay attention to rainfall and adjust watering
schedule appropriately.
Water the soil around the plant rather than
directly onto the leaves and flowers.
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August in the Garden

Plan a School Garden Open House in late
September.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open your gardens to the public
Have students lead tours.
Have fun, music, raffle, educational activities.
Take pictures to share with students and staff.
Recruit garden volunteers for the year.
Ask local paper to write an article to promote
your Open House and garden program.

Plan to participate in Maine Harvest Lunch Week
in late September.
Weigh harvested produce and keep records.
Share results at end of season with your school,
and your principal, Food Service Director and
School Board.

Donate to local food pantry, needy school
families, or give to volunteers helping in the
gardens.
Plan a field trip to an agricultural fair and enter
your vegetables in the exhibition. Travel stipends
are often available for this purpose. You could
also plan to visit a local farm in your area.
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September in the Garden

Take your new class on a tour of the gardens.
• Do a garden scavenger hunt.
• Pick zucchini and make zucchini bread or
muffins.
• Do a garden orienting activity.
Continue harvesting, weighing, and offering
produce to your school‘s food service.
Start an after school cooking club and use garden
produce when possible.
Take notes on the strengths and weaknesses of the
garden to assist with planning for next year.

Have a potluck or food related celebration for
teachers, staff, kids, parents and other volunteers
who helped sustain the gardens all summer or find
another way to thank all those involved.
Promote your garden program with pictures and
descriptions on your garden, school, food service,
and district websites.
Create a garden committee and hold regular
meetings to set goals, plan activities, and broaden
the reach of your program.
Update your information in the MSGN school
garden directory.

Start saving seeds!
Finalize plans for School Garden Open House
Day. Coordinate with school food service and their
Harvest Lunch Week activities.
Publicize, promote, and connect your garden
projects with your school and greater community.

Register for the Maine Farm to School Conference
in October.
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October in the Garden

Use cold frames or hoops and plastic to protect
crops from frost.

If you have a compost bin system, turn the
compost from one bin into another.

Harvest fall crops such as pumpkins, winter
squash, kale, Swiss chard, carrots, Brussels sprouts,
beets, lettuce and spinach.

Cover raised beds with straw or rinsed seaweed
unless a cover crop or winter crop has been
planted.

Plant garlic, spring flower bulbs, and new
perennials.

Plan a cooking project using pumpkins, carrots, or
squash. These vegetables are tasty in muffins and
soups.

Plant hardy vegetables around the middle of the
month in your greenhouse.

Conduct a pumpkin weighing contest with your
class or whole school.

Divide perennial flowers, but first check whether
the plant is best suited to fall or spring division.

The winner gets the pumpkin!

Mulch new perennials, bulbs, and divided plants.

Attend the Maine Farm to School Conference.

Clean‐up garden beds, composting non diseased
plant material.
Dispose diseased plant material.
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November in the Garden

Cover crops in your greenhouse with fabric on
cold nights.
Winter seed spinach, and mulch for a spring crop.
Compost plant waste from your garden. Add
carbonaceous raked leaves and pine needles to
the pile.
Mulch garlic, flower bulbs, divided perennials,
raised beds and bare soil.
Take soil samples before ground freezes to submit
for testing in January at a discount cost.
Drain and store rain barrels.
Bring in garden hoses, sprinklers, fragile garden
decorations, tools, and supplies.
Wash and dry tools, seed starting materials, and
pots. Store inside.

Speak with your custodians and facilities staff now
if you have areas of the garden that you would
like to have access to or have protected over the
winter.
Fruit trees require some protection over the
winter. Remove weeds from around the base of
the tree and cover the cleared area with mulch,
but don’t let it rest against the trunk. Wrap
hardware cloth three feet high around the base of
the tree to prevent rodent damage.
For more info on tree care, and to request to be
added to the ReTreeUS Orchard Caretaker listserv
to receive periodical growing information, contact
Richard Hodges at: richard@retreeus.org.
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December in the Garden

Do a final check that all end of season garden
tasks have been completed.
Continue watering and care of veggies growing in
your hoop or greenhouse.
Cover plants at night with row covers and/or
remay when temperatures are around or below
freezing.
Arrange to have someone clear snow from paths
to a greenhouse, cold frame boxes, a compost bin,
or other areas that require access.
Consider trying vermiculture (worm composting)
in your classroom.
Cook with students. Make a carrot‐apple salad or
apple stuffed squash.

Take time to clean and sharpen your tools.
Protect young fruit trees by wrapping them with
hardware cloth.
Take year end notes on the garden. Reflect on
what went well and what needs to be different
next year. Do you want to stick with that heat
resistant lettuce variety? Did you plant your
broccoli too close together? Write it down before
you forget!
Start planning for the year ahead. How will you
rotate your crops?
What new tools do you need? Start dreaming!

